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Report on the Harbor asd Shipping
of the pert ¢f Astoria—Facts Im-
portant bo the Publie.

At a medingof the Astoria Chanr
ber of Comaneree, held in May last,
& commitéee was appointed to pre-
pare statistics of the harbor and ship-
ping of the port of Astoria, for use at
the Farmer's Convention. Following
is the report in fulll

Your committee to whom was referred
the matter of harbor, aod ~hipping intelli-
gence, beg leave to offer the following:

The water front of -Astoria, varying
from a quarterof amilete amilein width
affords over six miles of secure anchorage
for the largest classed vessels, in from six to
twelve fathoms of water.  No storms have
yet visited the harbor that effected any

damage to <hipping riding at anchor in
the bay, or lying at the wharf.

Should the demands of commerce re-
quire, about five conrecutivemiles of dock-
age may be cheaply constructed from the

river bank to the edge of the channel, |
piling being necessary but & short dis- |

Lance at any given point.
The u*nln\?

twelve miles inside the Columbia river
bar, on which there is twenty-four fect of
water at extreme low tide, and thirty-four
at ordinary bi‘ﬂ. tide. After erossing the
bar, the depth holds still greater all the
way to Astoria, so that any vessel able to
cross can safely venture to our docks.
About six miles above Astoria, at the com-
mencement of Cathlument bay ix the

hog's * back, & bar some quarter of a mile | than the facts

in Jength, with ten fect of water at low and
cighteen fect at high tide. This is the
most dangereus pointon the river, and the
most «killful pilots never attempt its pas-
-sage in the night, either with sail or steam.
1t is formed of shifting sands, deposited by |
the meeting of the tide with the annual
freshets of the river, as Cathlamet bay is

portion of the harbor is j'up-t |

| POET CHARGES IN ASTORIA.
Pilotaze and towage, 1Y feet @ 210 ......
Port stares and dunnage.........ccovveiiiene
| Stevedare's bill, 1000 tons @ Goe...........

LIVERPOOLS HANGES,

Pilotage and towage, 19 fost @ 510 ...,
Stevedore’s bill @ 2w, harbor dues, ton-
nage dues and dookage.eneeeerenn..n.
Purt stores......

Total eXPONRER...onen....... veeeresmmnrages
—ONTRAS—

v 1000 tons at 815......

Expensesdeducted..........

BaEERS s cniess il e titins it

Or, a dividend 6f 19 per cent. on cost of

| the larger ship as against 5 per cent. on

that of the smaller.  Or, to reduce both to
5 per eent., the 3,000 ton ship will carry
Wlwﬂl to Liverpeol for over a thind less
than the 1,000 ten vesel; that is 29 cents
against 45 conls per bushel. Add te this
the cost ax abeve figured, incidental to
delays and river expenses of 4 cents per
buxhel, and & gives a net gain  of 20 cents
per bushel in favor of Astoria as an ex-
porting harbor, and the employment of
such vessels as can safely eros~ the bar
over the present arrangement of Portland
and small vesels ng\i‘e'nty cents per
bushel on the estimated crop of the State
| for 1873, viz: 5,000,000 bushels, gives the
huuF little s of 31,000,000 that the farm-
er should have torhis Jabor. The above
figures are all substantially correct, and
| tell their own story.
It may be said that zeveral large vessels
| have loaded at Portland, but the Custom
| House records show that of the twenty
[ vessels named below, eomprising all the
vessels of any size that have sailed from
the river with wheat, from a  fourth te
over one-half of the cargo was brought
{ down to Astoria in steamboats and here
put on hoard. And yet these records are
more favorable to the ¢ity of Portland
justify, for the reason that
in a_number of instances, two or three
hundred tons was cleared from the Port-
land Custom Houxe as being on board
when in fact it was in lighters and steam-
ers alongxide of the ship, and towed down
tol Astoria before being placed on the ves-
sel.

List of vessels exporting wheat from

ten miles long up and down the river, and
from seven to !
the waters of the riger are =o spread out |

that they Jose theirforee, and the incoming |

tide washes the loose sand into irregular
bars that change their position from year |
to year, and make dredging uselese,
Steamers are nearly always detained at
Astoria, for tide to cross this bar, and

should one arrive here, say at 12 M. when | Uet. 11

high water occurred at 10 o’clock A. M.
she would have to wait until 11 4. M. the
next dav, as she could not proceed on the
high tide of thenight. This bar has been |
known for years, but as the draft of steam- |
<rs and vessels now coming into the river
is greater than formerly, the difficalties
are Becoming more and more apparent,

There is the following named depths of
w;tm at the points mentioned at high
tide:

Walker's Tsland, 19 ﬂ..ﬁgr Y uLile helow Raiﬂier

Carr'sWoodyard * above
talama .o, ™ 1/ -
St Helen........ 17ftfor g “

Mouth Wallamet *
Post Office......... 18 ;‘5
Swan lsland.. 17 4%

ourteen in width. Thus |

Oregon, showing amount of bushels taken
on at Astoria and Portland:

~ Crop oF 1572,

25 %2
187 Ships. mé mg _
¢ S

z3 | wd

July 1. Annie M. Smull® ......... 7471142 442
{Manilla.......cccooinanns 15,229114,621

* M.|Nawvi .| 78501206822
“ 1t]E | T, T42077
el = .| 8,794|58 353
Nov. 7"[ e | T.1751289 657
* 14.|Forward, (bbls of four),| 1,798] 3200
21| Red DOer.....cou.nrmrresennn. | 10,177 (26,500
B Grasmert.... ... | 20,0521 28 575

| Doe. 11.|ZO0UATE .....ccrvireesiorsnnsnse 3,607 122,400
I Newerth. e, 2,505)17,170
;;__11&. Chanpel Light....... .| 8, 405(21.755

Jan. 10.| Vistoria Nyanzas......... 9,625

Feb, 1.]Whittington®................ 14,580|3] 454
* K.|Pelix Mendelsohn®.......|11.573|33 w03

*  17.|8arash ..o eeeene- | 1,250130,000
* 2| Roswell Sprague®. .1 8.912{85,4880
March 8{1lione........coeennnen 0045 | 30,0489
N Carribon. . i veenss cosons 7,705 32,688

*  H{Vietoria Cross...............| 582824 342
Again, deep sea vessels never like to

leave the salt water. Coasters are willin

The channel is often erooked, and diffi-
cult of navigation, and the bar at the
mouth of the Willamette river is subjoct |
to annual deposts of sediment from back |
water of the Columbia.

We find that the earrying
Oregon is now chiefly done by vessels of
light draft and small capacity.

#t these are subject to a tax of 88 per
foot draft as pilotage; from four to ten
days’ delay, and to $400 towage,
over and above what they would have to
pay, did they receive and fike i1 cargo at
Astoria, A fair average would be, say
six hundred tons eapacity. Expenseswould
then be as follows:

Pilotage 16 feat @ $4 Up ..oneenriinnnnee. 64
B e . d?.-wn..... e L. L
Six days demurrage @ $90........ooovessaernrenn. B
Towage ? = - 175
W own - 155
Yotal ... ; .. ¥I88

Equivalent to over four cents per bushel
«m the ciargo of 600 tons outward bound. |
This is but a ﬁ'mtio? of the expense to the
Stase growing out of present arrangement
of &canﬁnﬁ and depatures by mgem‘
ghicr, we Sui fm aroonge dret o7
rogisters, we avm.ﬁm ofa

vessele now in use, 1,000
and 1,300 tons, to be & foet, and the
aversge of ones but 21 feet.

all la

While n thmmﬁetron ship ix full larger
thanesn reach Portland,or any point above
Astoria, loaded, on acceunt of depth of
witer, a vessel of 3,000 tons can always
come to Astoria, whatever the stage of
water. Thus, with-a point higher up on
the river, the export trade must forever be |
carricd on in small vessels, while from
here the shl_p[;i,:g ofthe world may com-
pete for frei

A egip o ‘,:.')II! tons c]anﬁ carry wheat
from A-tora to Liverpool for twenty eents
a bushel less than a 1,000 ton wsZI can |
do from Portland, as the following figures
fully demonstrate:

.......... $120,000

A ship of 3,000 tons is worth

In(tmt. atlo g eert.fur four months

AV B e T ———
Insurance at 12 Poont.......oneaeeeeen., 4,800
Depreciation t 10 8 eofte . .core 400

(h‘.pt._lin. three steward, and covk
130, €75, 50, $ ¥ month..., 1,060
Twenty-four scamen @ $235 ¥ month.... 2,400
Stores for voyage, 30 men at e ¢ day, 1500
Pllotage and towngs, 2} foet @ $10... 230
Stevedores’ bill, 3,000 tons @ 0c........ 1200
Dunnage. - . 20
T E S ™
Pllotage and B foet @@ $10...... 230
Stev s bill, LONE (& 250 o ivarerm e )
Harbor foes, tonnagedues and dockage S0
Total expense. ... : s 22490
— CovTRAt— ——
e s e

trade of :

s

to steamboat it, but large vessels avo
steamboat grounds, In fact, the under-
writers do not allow deep sea vessels to
va;l;lmre fram their natural element at
Wiil.

The striking of a vessel on any of the
bars of the river, even if no immediate
damage is discovered, is sufficient cause to
render null and void the policy of insur-
anee, should she take in ca and pro-
ceed to sea without being p‘t.ﬁ“ on the dry
dock and having her bottom examined.

Should a ship be lost under such circume
stances, not a dollar of ihsurance could be
collected on the vessel, and if the owners
were responsible, the underwriters upon
the cargo would hold them for the value
thereof. Hence la vessels will never
be induced to undﬂ:ﬁke the navigation of
the bars of the Coiumbia above Astoria.

_Now as to the gafety of the Columbia
river. Exact data is wanting ofthe whole
number of vessels that have crossed the
bar, but from certain period«during which
thedata is complete, we are enabled to
approximate very closely, and set the
number down at an average of five hun-
dred a year for the lnst twenty-one years,
orsince 1852, The following isa com-
{:}fw list of all the losses or wrecks that

ve occurred on the bgr xince 1852, which

year may be considered the beginning of

wisdom as regards the channels, currents,
&c., on or about the bar,

Barks Mendora, and Merrithew, lost

, came in without

January 12th, 1853
after getting in, and

pilots, wind failed
they drifted ashore,
rk Oriole, lost September 19th, 1858,

Brig Detroit, lost Dec. 22, 1855, on outer
spit.  Going out at night. '

Bark De-demona, lost Dee. 81st, 1858,
Came in without & puiot, ran on sands six
miles inside. - '

Schooner Woodpecker lost May 10, 1861,
four miles inside.

Bark Industry,lost March 16, 1865, com-
ing in without a pilot,

k W. B.

thetide, instead of with it,

| ) .
A siiip of 1,000 fons is worth........cn.. 8 60,000 | of course there could beno rescue. It is

There beingno tug to go to their relief, !

s R (TR | Ty

»af to say that, had themmbeen !ut‘:l‘g at
h#ul. veryyessel thus fiir lost on r
m 1t‘\a\'e igmd saved. Bince tﬁeplac?;g
of the tug Astoria upon the bar, or pilot

grounds in 1869, there has been ne loss, and
with proper care on the prt oftug and

190 | pilots, thereneed be none for'many years
20
Y

tocome. These facts warrant us in make

| ing the bold assertion, that there is no bsarr-

harbor known to cemmerce, where the

percentageof lossis o small; and few, if |

any, open harbors that can show so fair &
records The currents prevai
winds are such, and the land marks. so
well defined,. that at a time when it is un-
safe to cross the bar, vessels outside can
readily keep.off, and wait a suitable time
to enter. And there is good holding
grounds but a few hundred rods inside for
vessals bound out to anchor, and select
from the sopt their own time to pass out.
Less trouble js experienced from fogs at
the Columbia, than either to the nm‘ﬁ: or
=omth, asthey arenot frequent, and are
much less dense, owing, no doubt, to the
presence of wrial currents, resulting from
peculiar physical conformations. The
channel is distinctly bouyed out, and
lighted by a finst class light-house on
Disappeintiment, where is established a
life saving station by Government, with
all the necessary facilities for rendering
aid in case of accident on the. bar, Gov-
ernment has also made an appropriation
for a light house at Point ams, and
preparations are going forward for com-
mericing the work at onee,

The commerce of Oregon has hereto-
fore been taxed by underwriter= far above
the proper and reasonable rate. But, as
the rate of insuarance is made up from a
knowledge of the actual pro mta of loss
incident to a given harbor, when such
data is to be had, or guessed at from gen-
eral impressions, in the absence of reliable
information, there seems no refRson
why, if the above ficts are laid before the
various marine underwriters of the land,
the discrimination against the Columbia
river bar should not be removed, and our
insurance had ‘at a fair rate, much less
thall ‘h’-no“‘ imlw 1.

Another important point gained by
making Astoria the exporting harbor,
would be the employment of home eapi-
talin the river tranportation, instead of
foreign, or outside, as is now done. The

ue=tion is now never raised about Sand
ook bar, atthe entrance of New Yor
harbor, being too shallow and rough for
the extensive and profitable employment
ofall classes of vessels, yet there is five feet
more wateron the Columbia river bar at
high tide, than thereis on Sandy Hook at
a corresponding stage of water, But, to
conclude, itis evident that the clase of
vessels required to the suplus pro-
ducts of Oregon to a foreign market, ata
price consistent with the eost of production,
miuy* at the mouth of the Columbia
river, refore, it is a ximple problem of
whether Oregon will build up and main
tain a seaj town worthy of & great
State, within her own borders, or whether
sucha place will be sustained on Pugut
Sound, or California, atan annual cost of
one-fourth the agricultural weaith of the

State,
“The committee are under obligations to
Mr. Hare, Collector of

Mr. VanDuse
Customs, and the Pilots, for valuable in-
formation. © Respectfully submitted
J.H.D.Gray, A, 8. Mercse, W, W.
PArxer, Committee, .
ASTORIA, May 31, 1873,

BB cowwen mes oty gpen
P. JOHNSON, ~ 'M.M.GILMAN,

H. A. SNOW, G.REED,
P.E.FERCHEN. C.S.WRIGHT, Agent.

&9~ Orricr—Corner of Main and Chenamus
streets, Astoria, Oregon.

Oregon Steam Nav. Co.

ICE—Boats of the 0. &
_ N.Company will leave As-
toria as follows : ]
FOR PORTLAND, and isteérmediate points—
Tuesday, Thursduy and deturday Momings,
at 6 o'clock. Returning,leave Portland:
FOR ASTORIA, and intermediate points—On
l[ond.x.‘w
at 4 o'clook.

wnd Friday :
o SN ORTn pings
The Steam Tug Varuna
Will leave Asteria ev
ﬁ:_’rumvu Axp SATUKDAY
: _ Morning, for
FORTSTEVENS
CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT

And UNITY,
Carrying Mails, Passengers and Freight.

85, Other days of the week she will be ready

el e g < ke
ca ; e
and wood. J.H D GRAY t.‘iutorin..

Boat BUILDING ! 5%,
V. W. BOUTON,
artersd e B e

MATEKIALS,
At Less than San Francisce Prices !
Froight deducted Ordersieft at the Asvoriax

—

NEW GOODS.

re g §  seh
A. VAN DUSEN,
Wholesale and Retail Desfer in
GENERAL MERCHANDISE,
Corner of Main and Chenammus streets,
~ ASTORIA, OREGON.
e g g

of tieneral Merchandise ever before
to the country, and to buvers

For Cash will offer the Most Flattering lodwcements

In the line of

DRY-GOODS
CLOTHING, .
HATS, AND CAPS
BOOTS AND SHOES

FANCY GOODS
LADIES' DRESS GOODS
GENTS’ FURNISHINGS,

A Complete Stock of Every Artiele,
TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION,

& Give me a call, and be convineed that
my goods are of the best quality, and as cheap
as can beé bought of any hiouse in the State.

A. VAN DUSEN,

« MRS, A, 8. MERCER,
Tracueror Pror. E. A. Ronpixs’

American Method for Piano Forte

Also: Harmony and Thoroughbuse!

2 TheONLY CONCISE SYSTEM which
will stand Artistie Critieism, and furnish the
material upon which every eduncated Teacher
can base their own peculiarities of instruction,
—it presents in a new light, based upon Natu-
ral Laws, the art of Exeeution, and Scienee of
Music P¥ Rooms at Residence, Astoria~sa

T e

‘Wholesale and Rotal] Dealer in
By Gouds, Cothlag, Groceres. Pruvisis, Mations,
Asp Geirear MERcHANDISE,
WERRjromn nmar

pad y wel
et T e i
CROCKERY, GLASSWARE,
HATRAND CAYS,
BOOTS AND SHOES, - -
BLANKETS, FLANNELR, &c.,
weessssse Which is being offered .......
Chieap FOR CASH or PRODUCE!

%" Haying had years of experienee I think
I know wants of the people, and as thig
stoek s medrer eomplete, and embraces a .
GREATER VARLIETY than any ether stoek
in Clatsop esunty, I .will guasantee that yon
will do as well, if not better, by trading with
me than at any ethey estab ent.

25" Having redueed my expenses miterially
of late 1 propese 1o give mv customers the
henefit of the reduetion, and any person whe
doubts whether [ will sell as cheap a« any cne
FOR CASH! can be convinesd by giving me n
call at Headguarters, ** Case's Corner,” Chena-
mus street, Astoria. s i

S. N. ARRICONI,
Occident Hotel Bloek, Astoria,
Wholesale and Retail Dealer in

Choice Brand Liquors!
The Finest in the Market
CONSTANTLY ON HAND!
Which will be sold in lotf to suit parchasers

+ G

Dr. S. KINSEY,
DRUGGIST AND APOTHECARY,
Astoria, Oregon.

HYSICIANS AND FAMILY PRESCRIP-
tions filled from the PURKST DRUGS,
gither at day or night. A full stock of

WINES AND LI U%Bﬂi
FOR MEDICAL US
PATENT MEDICINES,

TOILET ARTICLES,
OILS BBUSHES, ETC,,

B9 Orders from the Country solicited, and
carefully and promptlg:ﬂlld.

GRANVILLE REED.

DONALDSON & REED,
Dealers in all kinde of

FRESH AND CURED MEATS,
CANNED FRUITS, VEGETABLES.

FRESH BEEF. PORK, A . VEAL,

TTON
AMS, BACON ANDLARD
MESS BEEF AND bor
: on

A. J. DONALDEON,

K,
hand.,

BF Special attention paid te supplyingships.
llolhda’;‘e": wharf, Astoria.

H. B. PARKER,

-----------

TOBACCO,
GROCERIES,
PROVISIONS, Ete., Ete.

pa Holladay's Wharf, Main street, Astoria.

J. W. CEARHART,
[COMMISSION MERCHANT,
Chenamus street, Astoria,

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in
Hay, Grain and Feed !

A GENERAL ASSORTMENT of Groeeries,

FLOU K, BACON, HAMS,
SHOULDERS, LARD. BUTTER,
CHERSE, Et6s; Ete.

Motto—"* Small Profits on Cash Salés.” Con-
signments solicited. tf

-

Oregon Bakery.
Main St., (Holladay's Wharf,,Astorig, Dregon.
CHARLES BINDER, ProPRIETOR.

RESH BREAD, CAKES, PTES, CRACK-
ers and Pilot Bread, always on

A RESTAURANT

-
I# kept in connection with the Bakery, where
meals ean be procu at ull bours.
Be" Uysters in every style in the season. 5

L

Astoria Bakery,
Corner of Main and Cass streets, Astoria.
HENRY JACOBS........... PROPRIETOR.
READ, CRACKERS, PILOT BREAD.

Cakee.(iroceries and Provisiens of all kinds
always on hand. Ship stores furpishied.

Ba. Connected with the establishment isa
Reading Room. Cigars and Lager Beer served.

ton, lost May | 0 dd i
1867. y i b T LT KLY AT
Only eight veseels in twenty-one years, |
Eight out of 10,500, One out of 1,312, or KLASKANINE PACKET,
one-thirteenth of one r?ﬂ cent. of the ship- r——
pugeotpmg into the river. From and after July 18t 1573,the A No 1, fast
f this pumber, four were coming In | sailing Slooy s
without pilots. It futherappears thatnear- BLUE RACER,
Iy every loss daring the time under reveiw, | EUGENE BROUK . aawiviavernca, Master
_&ut@:ﬂrﬁnﬁof&m@ﬁ,hﬂ . mlwlm mmxu
b eaving her 0 i o the a1t -85 OB s the Uy Hotas Asartn *
als0 seems that each loss of vessels comi ) p :
in occurred when they were aﬂing?::m- FOR CHARTER.

PETER H. FOX,
Astoria.

Corner of Main and Jefferson streets, A

Wines, Liquors,Cigars

OCCIDENT HOTEL,
8. N. ARRIGONL................... .- PROPRIETOR.
Astoria, Oregon.

THB BEST FURNISHED, MOST CONVE-
nient and inevery ar hotel in

Uregon. Uwing to its location it is considered
A Very wm Summer Resort.

& Magnificent Suits of Rooms for families,
The table is supplied with the choicest delica-
cies of the season. Wine and Billiard Roum
attached to the Hotel

Hot, Cold, and Shower Baths !
AT OCCIDENT HOTE
HAIR DRESSING SATLBON.

o ttention to IES" and
CHILD R T on R IR GADIES an
## Private Entrance for Ladies“&a

U. 8, MAIL AND EXPRESS.

From Astoria to Clatsop Beach !

Fasr HORSES! Goop CARRIAGE!
LTI ACEORIA. SRR JURRDAY,
ornings.
Arrive Same Mornings at the
OCEAN HOUSE,
| GRIMES HOUSE,
SUMMER HOUSE,
And SEA SIDE HOUSE.

—_—

umnﬁ{ﬁ;ﬂv—lﬂvu" I}ﬁﬂ Houses every
onday, an riday, connectin
with steamer to Portiand each way. N

BF" Distance twenty-four fare 81 5.
H. B. PAKLER, ietor,

M. MEYERS
ASTORIA BREWERY!
als, the Proprietor is prepared to
Lo e A B S s
EARNRL, o T S
l:n.‘tl ﬂﬁ"ﬁ@uﬁ? M ,

Astoria Market..
Cagxamus B'rma'.. wenrs- ASTOREA.

_HOBSON & WARREN,
‘Wheolesalo and Retail Déslers in all Kinds of

Fresh an% Cured Meats!
Butter, E; he
' Wl?mm, ?l':oon and Lard!
Canned Fruits and Vegetables,
- Gonstantly on
[ = Bilﬂ supplied it lowest rates.

H. A. SHAW & SON,

House, Sign and Steamboat Painters
AsToria, Omkson.

#&F~ Paper Hauging and Glazing “5S8
Done to Order with Neatness and Dispateh.

hand.

{Hemlock T !
; l}“.BROWN. K }?nlm::..




